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SURPLUS  PROPERTY  PROGRAM 


In  a monthly  type  publication,  it  is 
most  difficult  to  achieve  proper  timing 
in  the  announcement  of  any  program. 
Therefore,  by  the  time  you  read  this, 
doubtless,  you  will  be  fairly  well  in- 
formed on  the  new  Federal  Surplus 
Property  Program. 

The  basic  law  covering  the  use  and 
disposal  of  Federal  property  is  the 
Federal  Property  and  Administrative 
Services  Act  of  1949  (Public  Law  152, 
81st  Congress).  This  law  places  the 
final  responsibility  for  the  manage- 
ment of  Federal  property  with  the 
Administrator  of  General  Services. 
Public  Law  655,  84th  Congress, 
Second  Session,  amends  the  Federal 
Property  and  Administrative  Services 
Act  by  adding  Civil  Defense  to  the 
programs  eligible  to  receive  donable 
surplus  and  personal  property.  This 
law  became  effective  in  July  but  the 
program  will  swing  into  action  about 
November  1st  of  this  year. 

All  surplus  property  for  Civil  De- 
fense will  go  to  the  states  through 
legally  established  surplus  Federal 
property  offices.  These  offices  have 
long  been  responsible  for  the  handling 
of  surplus  property  for  health,  wel- 
fare and  educational  purposes. 

It  is  to  be  emphasized  that  there 
is  no  Federal  priority  between  health 
education  and  Civil  Defense  purposes. 
No  surplus  property,  according  to 
Federal  law,  will  be  transferred  for 
use  within  any  state  except  to  the 
State  Agency  designated  under  state 
law  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
of  surplus  property  donated  for  use 
within  such  state.  According  to  Fed- 
eral regulations  now  proposed,  the 
acquisition  of  surplus  property  for 
Civil  Defense  will  be  supervised  by 
the  State  Civil  Defense  organization, 
thus  to  acquire  surplus  property, 


county  and  local  Civil  Defense  or- 
ganizations will  be  required  to  work 
through  established  administrative 
channels  and  the  State  Civil  Defense 
organization. 

Dr.  Richard  Gerstell,  State  Director 
of  Civil  Defense,  has  been  busy  setting 
up  an  organization  to  insure  a fair 
and  reasonable  system  among  Civil 
Defense  organizations  of  the  Common- 
wealth. Present  information,  however, 
indicates  that  he  will  not  be  able  to 
issue  a complete  listing  of  the  types 
of  equipment  and  supplies  available. 
This  was  a problem  much  discussed  at 
State  staff  meetings.  The  facts  are 
that  surplus  items  vary  from  day-to- 
day.  There  is  no  “staple  diet.”  Items 
available  today  may  never  be  avail- 
able again;  likewise,  articles  unob- 
tainable today  may  be  abundant 
tomorrow. 

Dr.  Gerstell  has  pointed  out  that 
the  recently  issued  “basic  requirement 
list  of  surplus  property  for  Civil  De- 
fense purposes,”  prepared  by  the  Fed- 
eral Civil  Defense  Administration,  is 
not  a listing  of  items  actually  avail- 
able. The  law  requires  F.C.D.A.  to 
prepare  such  a basic  list  as  a guide 
for  Federal  authorities  in  making 
property  available  for  Civil  Defense 
purposes.  Such  items,  however,  may 
actually  not  be  available. 

As  is  the  case  with  surplus  property 
for  health,  education  and  welfare  pur- 
poses, surplus  Federal  property  will 
be  donated  to  State,  county  and  local 
Civil  Defense  organizations  but  a 
small  charge  will  be  made  to  cover 
such  items  as  screening,  title  transfer, 
transportation  and  temporary  ware- 
housing. Such  charge  must  be  paid 
by  the  organization  acquiring  the 
property. 


STATE  FILM  LIBRARY 

A new  film  list  was  announced  re- 
cently by  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense.  These  films  (16  mm  equipped 
with  sound  track)  may  be  obtained 
by  county  and  local  Civil  Defense 
organizations  from  the  Harrisburg 
Office  of  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense  on  a temporary  free  loan 
basis. 

Two  weeks’  advance  written  notice 
must  be  given  when  filing  requests  for 
film,  and  specific  date  or  dates  the 
film  will  be  shown,  should  be  indi- 
cated on  the  request. 

Films  currently  available  include. 
“Tale  of  Two  Cities,”  “Self-Preserva- 
tion in  an  Atomic  Attack,”  “Fire’s 
the  Enemy,”  “Decontamination  of 
Streets,”  “Waking  Point,”  “Communi- 
cations for  Civil  Defense,”  “Fire 
Guard  Plan,”  “They  Also  Serve,” 
“Operation  Greenhouse,”  “Air  De- 
fense,” “V-l  Robot  Bomb,”  “London 
Fire  Raids,”  “Operation  Doorstep,” 
“First  Aid  in  the  Prevention  of  Shock,” 
“Trapped,”  “Operation  Ivy,”*  “Let’s 
Face  It,”  “Flash  of  Darkness,”  “Res- 
cue Street,”  “The  House  in  the 
Middle,”  “A  Concrete  Plan  for  Civil 
Defense,”  “Conelrad,”  “Operation 
Scat,”  “A  New  Look  at  the  H-Bomb,” 
“Frontlines  of  Freedom,”  “To  Live 
Tomorrow,”  “Escape  Route,”  “Opera- 
tion Welcome,”  “Target  You,”  “Re- 
hearsal for  Disaster,”  “Bomb-Proof," 
“Big  Men  in  Small  Boats,”  “Opera- 
tion Cue,”  “Warning  Red.” 

Description  of  the  above  films  may 
be  obtained  in  a special  mimeographed 
listing  from  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense.  It  is  important  that  all  films 
be  returned  to  the  State  Council 
promptly  and  that  extreme  care  be 
used  while  such  films  are  in  local 
possession. 

Periodically,  official  films  are  pub- 
lished on  the  “Obsolete”  list  by  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration. 
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EAGLES  ENDORSE  C.D. 


The  International  Order  of  Eagles  has 
unanimously  adopted  a resolution 
drafted  by  the  Civil  Defense  Com- 
mittee of  the  order,  calling  for  active 
support  of  the  National  Civil  Defense 
Program  by  all  State  and  local  Aeries 
or  chapters  of  the  organization. 

The  text  of  the  resolution  is  of  in- 
terest, as  a basis  for  follow-up  action 
by  Civil  Defense  directors  with  units 
of  the  Eagles  in  their  respective  areas. 

“Two  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
formation  of  the  Grand  Aerie  Civil 
Defense  Committee. 

“We  renew  the  recommendations 
made  over  the  past  two  years:  Specifi- 
cally, that  the  committee  should  co- 
operate on  a national  scale  in  all 
respects  with  our  defense  authorities 
and  the  Civil  Defense  program;  that 
there  should  be  a similar  defense  com- 
mittee in  every  State  Aerie  which  can, 
of  course,  cooperate  with  the  Civil  De- 
fense authorities;  that  there  should 
be  a Civil  Defense  Committee  in  every 
Local  Aerie  to  cooperate  with  local 
civil  defense  authorities;  that  all  the 
civil  defense  committees  be  kept  on  an 
alert  basis  and  be  continuing  com- 
mittees throughout  the  year;  and  that 
those  State  Aeries  and  local  Aeries 
which  have  not  yet  set  up  an  adequate 
committee  to  cooperate  with  State  and 
city  civil  defense  authorities  do  so 
at  once. 

“We  feel  that  there  is  much  to  be 
done  by  our  organization  in  connec- 
tion with  the  national  civil  defense  and 
we  cannot  express  too  emphatically  to 
the  members  of  our  organization  the 
seriousness  of  this  matter. 
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“While  it  is  true  that  the  majority 
of  our  Aeries  are  in  non-target  areas, 
it  is  also  true  that  there  are  70  loca- 
tions in  the  country  that  are  classed 
as  critical  target  areas.  It  is  also  a 
fact  that  if  an  attack  comes,  every 
American  will  be  in  personal  danger. 
Any  city  attacked  with  nuclear  weap- 
ons can  be  substantially  destroyed. 
Deadly  radioactive  fallout  can  spread 
hundreds  of  miles  downwind  from  the 
target  city.  Millions  of  city  residents 
will  be  evacuated.  Rural  areas  will 
have  to  provide  food  and  care  for  the 
evacuees  — and  also  for  defense 
against  fallout  and  biological  and 
chemical  warfare. 

“No  area,  urban  or  rural,  will  be 
able  to  meet  the  emergency  without 
a strong  civil  defense  organization. 
In  an  all-out  attack,  millions  of  Ameri- 
cans probably  will  die.  Civil  defense 
training — before  an  attack  occurs — 
can  save  millions  more  who  would  die 
if  we  did  not  have  an  effective  civil 
defense.  Admittedly  there  is  no  100 
percent  effective  defense  against  nu- 
clear attack,  except  peace.  A strong 
civil  defense  could  tip  the  scales  for 
peace  if  enemy  strategists  were  asses- 
sing the  risk  involved  in  starting  war 
and  gambling  on  a quick  knockout 
victory. 

“Our  best  insurance  against  disaster 
is  to  become  part  of  an  organized  civil 
defense  group  and  to  obtain  training 
for  every  type  of  emergency.  If  your 
community,  either  rural  or  urban,  does 
not  now  have  a civil  defense  organiza- 
tion, you  owe  it  to  yourself  and  family 
to  get  one  organized.  Individual  self- 
protection and  family  civil  defense  are 
the  foundation  of  our  national  civil 
defense. 

“This  committee  unanimously  rec- 
ommends to  the  Grand  Aerie  that 
those  statutes  and  laws  covering  the 
operation  of  local  Aeries  have  added 
thereto  a provision  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a civil  defense  committee  in 
each  local  Aerie  with  specific  duties  to 
cooperate  in  every  way  with  local  civil 
defense  authorities,  and  in  those  lo- 
calities or  communities  where  no 
effective  civil  defense  program  is  in 
existence  such  committee  make  every 
effort  to  see  that  effective  local  civil 
defense  authorities  are  established  and 
functioning.” 

Blast-Resisting  Residences 

Blueprints  and  drawings  of  a resi- 
dence “designed  to  resist  nuclear 
blasts”  are  now  available,  according 
to  a recent  announcement,  at  the  Port- 
land Cement  Association,  33  West 
Grand  Avenue,  Chicago  10,  Illinois. 


BOEING  HANDBOOK 
PUBLISHED 

An  excellent  industrial  Civil  De- 
fense plan  was  issued  recently  by  the 
Boeing  Airplane  Company  of  Wichita, 
Kansas. 

Published  as  a directive  pamphlet 
and  addressed  to  all  Boeing  employees 
the  plan  covers  both  organization  and 
individual  activity.  Organizational 
activity  consists,  according  to  the 
manual,  of  six  basic  operations: 

1.  Operate  the  control  center. 

2.  Receive  air  raid  signals  from 
McConnell  Air  Force  Base. 

3.  Mobilize  the  Civil  Defense  or- 
ganization consisting  of  the  fire  pro- 
tection unit,  guard  force,  maintenance, 
transportation  and  medical. 

4.  Dispatch  monitoring  personnel 
for  radioactivity  survey,  if  required. 

5.  Receive  reports  through  super- 
visors concerning  injuries,  property 
damage  and  fire. 

6.  Direct  and  coordinate  fire  fight- 
ing, rescue  and  rehabilitation  opera- 
tions through  use  of  emergency  ve- 
hicles, two-way  radio  cars,  mobile 
hospital  units,  and  other  available 
emergency  services. 

Supervisors  are  an  integral  part  of 
the  Boeing  Civil  Defense  plan  in  that 
they  are  to  exercise  control  of  their 
areas  until  emergency  personnel  and 
equipment  are  available. 

Also  outlined  in  the  plan  are  hazard- 
ous areas  marked  “Vacate  imme- 
diately on  red  alert.” 

Welcome!  New  Directors 

Western  Area 

Mr.  William  M.  Henderson,  610 
Squaw  Run  Road,  Pittsburgh  38,  Pa.; 
Mr.  Ralph  Miller,  205  Connellsville 
St.,  Fayette  City,  Pa.;  Mr.  Stephen 
Kosick,  LaBelle,  Pa.;  Mr.  Richard 
Dwyer,  1400  Maple  Ave.,  Verona,  Pa.; 
Mr.  Kenneth  Henderson,  RD  2,  Dunns 
Station,  Pa.;  Mr.  Vernon  Stoughton, 
Murrysville,  Pa. 

Central  Area 

Mr.  Charles  Mowery,  342  W.  North 
St.,  Carlisle,  Pa.;  Mr.  Eber  Angle, 
Upper  Strasburg,  Pa.;  Mr.  Ned 
Yocum,  17  W.  Fourth  St.,  Watson- 
town,  Pa.;  Mr.  Bert  Earl,  Sabinsville, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Fred  McIntosh,  Covington, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Marrel  Sherbeck,  Ulster,  Pa.; 
Mr.  A.  L.  Mellen,  Wrightsville,  Pa.; 
Mr.  Charles  Dessem,  Jr.,  Saint 
Thomas,  Pa. 

Eastern  Area 

Mr.  Richard  Barndt,  Campbelltown, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Joseph  Rainville,  III,  25 
Cinnamon  Hill  Rd.,  Bridgeport,  Pa.; 

( Continued  on  Page  5) 
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(J.  David  Allen  Photo) 

Greater  York  Civil  Defense  boasts  a fine  First  Aid  bus  among  its  civil  defense  equipment. 
The  bus,  pictured  above,  is  furnished  with  100  litters,  50  civil  defense  helmets,  approxi- 
mately 1000  triangular  bandages,  several  dozen  roller  bandages,  flasher  lights,  chest  lights, 
individual  first  aid  kits,  various  medical  supplies,  approximately  700  splints,  a water  cooler, 
one  hand  megaphone  and  twelve  gasoline  lanterns. 

Transportation— Too  Often  Neglected 


An  important  phase  of  Civil  Defense, 
so  critical  in  the  earliest  hours  of  an 
emergency,  is  Transportation. 

It  is  most  essential  that  each  Civil 
Defense  Director  have  rail,  motor 
carriers,  bus,  taxi  cab,  air,  and  in  ap- 
propriate places,  water  transportation 
elements.  The  elements  may  be  con- 
trolled as  a single  committee,  with  one 
representative  as  chairman;  or  each 
element  may  have  its  director,  all  co- 
ordinated by  the  Transportation 
Director. 

One  of  the  perenniel  headaches  of 
the  Transportation  Director  is  an  in- 
ventory of  what  is,  in  fact,  available 
and  where  it  is. 

A survey  is  an  exhaustive  proposi- 
tion and  quickly  outdated;  yet  the 
method  of  the  survey  appears  to  be 
the  only  one  to  keep  a reasonably  up- 
to-date  inventory. 

Suggested  survey  forms  are  avail- 
able in  Area  Offices  of  the  State  Coun- 
cil of  Civil  Defense.  (The  Engineering 
Division  also  is  faced  with  the  survey 
problem  and  survey  forms  are  also 
available  for  this  type  of  equipment.) 

In  emergencies  the  Transportation 
Director  should  have  his  working  sec- 
tion in  the  Civil  Defense  headquarters. 
He  is  an  essential  member  of  the  Staff, 
and  should  be  one  of  the  first  to  report 


to  the  control  center  in  time  of  emer- 
gency. He  must  have  an  idea  of  the 
inventory  of  transportation  equipment 
available  within  his  jurisdiction  or  else 
he  cannot  function  with  any  degree  of 
efficiency. 

A Transportation  Director  must  also 
know  assembly  points  for  transporta- 
tion equipment  in  times  of  emergency. 
Such  assembly  points  should  be  “out 
of”  congested  areas.  Assembly  points 
should  be  at  different  locations  for 
each  type  of  motor  transportation. 

These  assembly  points,  too,  should 
have  facilities  and  equipment  avail- 
able for  fuel,  repair  shops,  communi- 
cations, some  warehousing,  if  possible, 
and  food  and  shelter  for  drivers.  A 
first  aid  station  and  perhaps  a few 
auxiliary  policemen  are  additional 
considerations. 

These,  then,  are  some  basic  con- 
siderations for  every  local  and  county 
Civil  Defense  Transportation  Director. 
Much  of  the  pre-attack  work  in  the 
field  is,  unfortunately,  hard  and  drab 
administration.  Nevertheless,  this  kind 
of  work  is  necessary  for  that  time  of 
emergency. 

The  guiding  principle  of  local  trans- 
portation planning  should  be  that,  in 
the  immediate  post-attack  period,  all 
transportation  within  a locality  is 


available  to  the  local  Civil  Defense 
Director.  It  is  expected  that  some 
time  will  elapse  before  there  will  be 
Federal  or  State  control  of  intercity  or 
interstate  transportation. 

For  such  planning  as  outlined  above 
it  is  evident  that  “experienced  hands” 
are  necessary.  Therefore,  Civil  De- 
fense transportation  staffs  must  be 
composed  of  qualified  and  accepted 
representatives  of  industry  and  public 
agencies. 

TRANSPORTATION 

MEETINGS 

Two  important  transportation  meet- 
ings were  called  recently  bv  Ross  I. 
Webb,  Western  Area  Civil  Defense 
Director.  At  these  meetings  the  Area 
Transportation  Plan  was  presented  to 
both  County  Civil  Defense  Directors 
and  their  Transportation  Coordinators. 

Frank  R.  Rex,  of  Pennsylvania 
Railroad,  is  currently  surveying  rail 
facilities  of  the  area  for  civil  defense 
emergency  use.  Mr.  Rex  is  Rail  Trans- 
portation Coordinator  for  the  Western 
Area  Headquarters  at  Butler. 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 
UNIFORM  FOR  WOMEN 

It  was  announced  recently  that  Civil 
Defense  uniforms  for  women  may  now 
be  purchased  direct  from  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  garments.  One  uniform 
consists  of  a light  blue  jacket  and  skirt 
of  Palm  Beach  fabric,  maroon  blouse 
of  suede  Jersey.  Slacks  are  also 
available. 

A Ciella  Jersey  dress  and  heavy  dutv 
cotton  poplin  coveralls  are  also  avail- 
able. 

Interested  women  should  get  specific 
details  from  local  Civil  Defense 
directors. 

MICROFILMING  UNDER 

MATCHING  FUNDS 

A Federal  program  to  assist  local  po- 
litical subdivisions  in  microfilming  im- 
portant documents  for  emergency  pur- 
poses was  outlined  recently  by  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration. 
In  this  program  F.C.D.A.  will  ap- 
parently judge  each  application  on 
individual  merit  to  decide  whether  or 
not  matching  funds  should  be  made 
available. 

County  and  local  Civil  Defense  di- 
rectors, in  order  to  apply,  should  sub- 
mit the  usual  Project  Application  Form 
233,  Parts  I and  II.  No  specific  pro- 
gram should  be  designated  on  these 
Parts  I and  II.  That  portion  of  the 
form  should  be  left  blank. 

In  lieu  of  Part  III  of  Form  233.  a 
letter  of  justification  should  be  sub- 
(Continucd  on  Page  4) 
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ATOMIC  WEAPONS  REPORT 

(From  the  Twentieth  Semiannual  Report  of  the  U.  S.  Atomic  Energy  Commission) 


Emphasis  during  the  last  6 months 
was  placed  on  research  and  develop- 
ment related  to  expanding  the  United 
States  family  of  nuclear  weapons,  in- 
cluding those  primarily  designed  for 
defensive  purposes.  The  work  was  ad- 
vanced by  the  results  of  the  full  scale 
tests  conducted  in  early  1955  at  the 
Nevada  Test  Site  (Operation  Teapot). 

During  this  reporting  period  produc- 
tion of  atomic  weapons  continued  in 
accordance  with  the  President’s  di- 
rective. 

Early  in  May  1956,  a full-scale 
series  of  tests  began  at  the  Eniwetok 
Proving  Ground,  in  the  Marshallese 
Islands  of  the  Pacific.  . This  series, 
designated  “Operation  Redwing,”  in- 
corporated further  testing  of  devices 
leading  toward  development  of  defen- 
sive weapons,  as  well  as  testing  of 
thermonuclear  devices  to  verify  the 
state  of  understanding  of  these 
weapons. 

In  order  to  broaden  public  knowl- 
edge of  the  effects  of  thermonuclear 
weapons,  and  to  provide  nongovern- 
mental reporting  of  the  conduct  of  a 
test  at  the  Eniwetok  Proving  Ground, 
a selected  group  of  1 5 news  media 
representatives  was  invited  to  witness 
a detonation  of  a device  with  a yield 
in  a range  equivalent  to  millions  of 
tons  of  TNT.  Also  included  in  this 
special  group  were  17  observers  se- 
lected by  the  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Administration.  It  is  believed  that 
this  first  hand  experience  provided  the 
observers,  and  through  them  the 
public,  with  information  which  will 
greatly  enhance  the  civil  defense  effort. 

The  meticulous  safety  precautions 
surrounding  the  tests,  which  included 
a danger  area  many  times  larger  than 
the  initial  area  used  in  the  1954  series, 
resulted  in  a 13 -day  postponement  of 
the  shot  viewed  by  public  media  and 
civil  defense  observers  due  to  unfavor- 
able weather  conditions. 

The  explosive  force  of  the  detonation 
on  May  20  of  a device  dropped  from 
an  airplane  was,  as  predicted,  sub- 
stantially lower  than  the  largest  yield 
of  the  1954  series.  The  tests  involve 
weapons  generally  smaller  in  yield 
than  those  tested  during  the  1954 
series.  The  energy  yield  of  the  largest 
test  falls  substantially  below  that  of 
the  maximum  1954  test. 

With  the  two  weapons  research  labo- 
ratories, the  Los  Alamos  Scientific 
Laboratory,  Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico, 
and  the  University  of  California  Radia- 
tion Laboratory  at  Livermore,  Calif., 
working  on  new  principles,  the  United 


States  family  of  weapons  in  various 
stages  of  research,  development,  and 
production  engineering,  is  increasing 
rapidly. 

During  the  first  half  of  1956,  there 
was  an  increasing  tempo  of  interchange 
of  information  with,  and  assistance  to, 
the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Administra- 
tion, by  the  Atomic  Energy  Com- 
mission. 

The  extensive  participation  of  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration, 
and  of  other  Federal  agencies  and  in- 
dustrial organizations  in  Operation 
Teapot  through  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Administration  sponsorship  was  de- 
scribed in  the  March,  1956,  Keystone 
Defender.  Joint  planning  for  further 
Civil  Effects  Tests  on  an  even  broader 
scale  is  under  way  and  preliminary 
conferences  have  been  held  at  Wash- 
ington and  at  Federal  Civil  Defense 
Administration  headquarters  in  Battle 
Creek,  Mich.,  between  representatives 
of  the  Commission,  FCDA,  and  other 
interested  agencies.  The  final  Civil 
Effects  reports  of  Operation  Teapot 
are  being  issued  with  emphasis  placed 
on  elimination,  or  segregation,  of  classi- 
fied material,  so  that  a large  mass  of 
information  on  the  civil  effects  of 
nuclear  detonations  can  be  released, 
not  only  to  civil  defense  organizations, 
but  also  to  the  general  public. 

Distribution  of  these  reports  already 
is  under  way;  the  majority  of  the  final 
reports  will  be  completely  unclassified. 
The  preliminary  reports  which  they 
supersede  were  widely  distributed. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  an 
FCDA  representative  to  be  assigned 
to  the  Joint  Task  Force  staff  through- 
out Operation  Redwing  at  the  Eniwe- 
tok Proving  Ground  this  year  to  keep 
FCDA  currently  informed  of  test  de- 
velopments pertinent  to  civil  defense 
planning.  This  follows  previous  prac- 
tice except  that,  in  the  current  opera- 
tion, the  FCDA  representative  is  not 
an  observer,  but  is  assigned  directly 
to  the  Scientific  Task  Group  of  the 
Joint  Task  Force. 

Tn  addition  17  FCDA-designated 
special  observers  viewed  two  detona- 
tions of  Operation  Redwing  at  the  in- 
vitation of  the  Commission  and  the 
Department  of  Civil  Defense.  The 
Commission  is  expanding  its  scientific 
and  technical  assistance  by  addins'  con- 
sultant services  to  assist  in  civil  de- 
fense matters.  The  Health  and  Safety 
Laboratory,  New  York  Operations 
Office,  is  helping  FCDA  develop  speci- 
fications and  procure  eauipment  for 
aerial  monitoring  of  radiation.  The 


feasibility  of  the  technique  was  demon- 
strated during  Operation  ARME,  con- 
ducted at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  in 
October,  1955,  for  FCDA-sponsored 
personnel. 

“The  Effects  of  Atomic  Weapons,” 
published  jointly  by  the  Commission 
and  the  Department  of  Defense  in 
June,  1950,  as  a definitive  handbook 
is  currently  undergoing  revision  to  in- 
clude the  latest  knowledge  of  weapons 
effects  gathered  by  experiment  and 
observation  in  laboratory  work  and 
test  series  since  preparation  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  handbook.  Publica- 
tion is  scheduled  for  early  1957  under 
the  title  of  “Effects  of  Nuclear 
Weapons.” 

Welfare  Operations  Map 

Several  counties  of  the  Common- 
wealth have  been  preparing  County 
Welfare  Maps  designed  to  assist  in 
the  development  of  sound  operational 
plans.  One  of  these  plans  was  outlined 
in  an  article  “Pilot  Welfare  Study” 
in  the  March,  1956,  issue  of  The  Key- 
stone Defender.  Another  such  wel- 
fare operations  plan  was  designed 
recently  by  Blair  County  Civil  De- 
fense. The  Blair  map  shows  reception 
stations  for  evacuees  (both  railroad 
and  vehicular)  and  locations  of  mass 
care  centers  with  estimated  capacities. 
This  study  showed  that  the  county 
could  handle  approximately  30,000 
evacuees  in  the  event  of  an  emergency. 

This  type  of  operational  planning 
is  helpful  not  only  to  county  and  local 
Civil  Defense  organizations  but  to  the 
State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  in  its 
operational  planning. 

The  Upper  Darby  Township  Civil 
Defense  organization  (Delaware 
County)  also  has  drawn,  and  had 
printed,  a mass  care  center  plan  show- 
ing the  locations  of  all  centers  and 
reception  points.  This  was  prepared 
under  the  direction  of  William  H. 
Merner,  Jr.,  by  F.  P.  McCullen, 
Deputy  Chief  of  the  Engineering  Divi- 
sion of  Upper  Darby  Civil  Defense. 

Microfilming 

(From  Page  3) 

mitted  giving  complete  details  of  the 
records  to  be  microfilmed  and  any 
other  pertinent  information  felt  to  be 
helpful  in  determining  the  worthiness 
of  the  application. 

The  F.C.D.A.  has  advised  that  all 
such  applications  will  be  submitted  to 
the  National  offices  for  final  determina- 
tion. No  other  details  on  this  program 
were  available  at  this  writing. 
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GROUND  OBSERVER  CORPS  HAILED 

BY  LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 


One  of  the  highlights  of  National 
Civil  Defense  Week  observance  in  the 
Commonwealth  was  an  address  by  the 
Honorable  Roy  E.  Furman,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  member  of  the  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense,  at  the  dedi- 
cation ceremony  of  the  Latrobe  (West- 
moreland County)  Ground  Observer 
Corps  station. 

In  his  address,  Lieutenant  Governor 
Furman  said,  “Today  the  people  of 
Latrobe  have  proven  that  they  are 
keeping  step  with  the  obligations  that 
liberty  imposes  . . . 

“With  the  dedication  of  this  new 
Ground  Observation  Post,  Latrobe 
demonstrates  its  right  to  a place 
among  those  communities  that  are 
most  conscious  of  their  Civil  Defense 
responsibilities. 

“You  of  the  Ground  Observer  Corps 
stand  today  on  the  front  line  of  free- 
dom. Our  defenses  no  longer  are  our 
Atlantic  or  Pacific  shore  lines.  Today 
our  ramparts  are  the  skies  over  La- 
trobe, and  Pittsburgh,  and  10,000 
other  towns  and  cities  in  our  land.  And 
you  are  the  ones  who  mount  guard  over 
these  ramparts. 

“Because  radar  has  some  definite 
limitations,  our  radar  stations  must  be 
backed  up  by  the  patriotic  volunteers 
of  the  Ground  Observer  Corps.  As 
long  as  this  nation  needs  air  defense, 
it  will  need  a strong  Ground  Observer 
Corps  for  it  is  our  only  ‘back-up.’  . . . 

“Actually  Civil  Defense  is  no  more 
than  a return  to  the  pioneer  of  Ameri- 
can tradition  of  200  years  ago  of  self- 
reliance  and  helping  others.  We  must 
learn  to  be  ready  as  were  our  ancestors, 
to  take  care  of  ourselves  and  our 
families  in  any  emergency.  As  in 
pioneer  days,  it  is  up  to  us  to  be  ready 
to  help  our  neighbors.” 

Senator  John  H.  Dent,  also  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Council  of  Civil 
Defense,  addressed  the  dedication  cere- 
monies audience  and  cautioned  that 
too  many  communities  in  the  State 
have  lost  the  lessons  of  the  last  war 
and  that  the  Federal,  State  and  County 
government  can  do  “only  so  much.” 

Following  the  address  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  and  Senator  Dent, 
Mrs.  Roy  E.  Furman  officially  dedi- 
cated the  Observation  Post,  known 
locally  as  “sky  scanner”  with  a bottle 
of  water  from  the  Loyalhanna  Creek. 
Speakers  were  introduced  by  Victor  B. 
Slater,  Jr.,  local  Civil  Defense  director 
and  Burgess. 

Among  other  officials  attending  the 
ceremony  were:  Ross  I.  Webb,  West- 
ern Area  Civil  Defense  Director,  State 


Council  of  Civil  Defense,  and  Colonel 
Owen  F.  Clarke,  United  States  Air 
Force,  of  Washington,  D.  C. 

Central  Medical  Meeting 

Central  Area  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Commonwealth,  160  strong,  heard  the 
State  Medical  Director  and  saw  a 
completely  erected,  planned,  200-bed 
emergency  hospital  at  a meeting  held 
in  late  September. 

J.  Robert  Stimmel,  Central  Area 
Director,  presided  at  the  affair  which 
was  held  at  Hollidaysburg  State  Hos- 
pital. Colonel  Lloyd  M.  Morris,  Blair 
County  Civil  Defense  Director,  was 
host  at  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Arthur  Welsh,  Pennsylvania 
State  Medical  Director  for  Civil  De- 
fense, outlined  the  State  medical  plan 
and  program.  Dr.  Clayton  D.  Mather, 
Central  Area  Medical  Officer,  followed 
with  an  outline  of  Central  Area  plans. 
The  Blair  County  medical  plans  were 
given  in  an  address  by  Dr.  Charles 
Hendricks,  Medical  Director  for  that 
county. 

Another  feature  of  this  important 
meeting  was  an  address  by  Elizabeth 
Eicherly,  Chairman  of  the  National 
Defense  Advisory  Committee  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Nurses  Association.  Miss 
Eicherly  spoke  on  “The  Nurse  in  Civil 
Defense.” 

EDUCATION  PAMPHLET 

A new  publication  titled  “Education 
for  National  Survival”  was  announced 
recently  by  the  Federal  Department 
of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare. 
Token  distribution  was  made  through 
FCDA  channels. 

This  publication  is  intended  pri- 
marily for  classroom  use.  The  State 
Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  requested 
85  thousand  from  Federal  officials, 
sufficient  for  distribution  of  one  each 
to  all  school  teachers  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

Welcome!  New  Directors 

(From  Page  2) 

Mr.  Russell  Longyore,  East  Bangor, 
Pa.;  Mr.  A.  F.  Unangst,  920  Easton 
Rd.,  Hellertown,  Pa.;  Mr.  Joseph 
Strouse,  202  Christine  St.,  Bethlehem, 
Pa.;  Staff  Sgt.  Richard  Cochran,  Box 
53,  Raubsville,  Pa.;  Mr.  John  Hamil- 
ton, Ivyland,  Pa.;  Mr.  John  Hayes, 
RD  1,  Kintnersville,  Pa.;  Mr.  E.  H. 
Gottschling,  Southampton,  Pa.;  Mr. 
Frank  Toole,  511  Park  St.,  Moosic, 
Pa.;  Mr.  Frank  Pezzuto,  RD  3,  Ban- 
gor, Pa. 


A Novel  First  Aid 

Station  Idea 

An  offer  was  made  recently  by  the 
public  relations  chairman  for  the 
Montgomery  County  (Eastern  Area) 
Hair  Dressers  and  Cosmotologists 
Association  to  aid  Civil  Defense  in  the 
establishment  of  emergency  first  aid 
stations.  It  is  believed  that  this  idea 
is  both  novel  and  practical  and  the 
points  offered  in  its  favor  by  Earl  H. 
Davis,  representing  the  Association, 
are  thought  to  be  of  interest. 

He  said  that  hair  dressing  establish- 
ments are  generally  on  well  travelled 
highways  and  thus  readily  accessible  as 
first  aid  stations.  Such  establishments 
have  hot  and  cold  water  facilities  for 
sterilization  with  antiseptic  solutions 
and  soap  usually  in  good  supply;  they 
meet  Federal  and  State  sanitary  re- 
quirements; have  ample  supplies  of 
clean  linens,  and  have  booths  for 
privacy,  very  often  equipped  with  re- 
clining chairs. 

The  idea  may  be  of  value  to  county 
and  local  medical  Civil  Defense  di- 
rectors. 

F.C.D.A.  Obsolete  Films 

Eight  of  the  Civil  Defense  films  pro- 
duced in  past  years  by  outside  inter- 
ests, with  the  cooperation  of  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Administration, 
no  longer  reflect  current  policy  of  the 
agency,  and  have  been  declared  obso- 
lete. The  films  are  no  longer  available 
for  purchase  under  the  Federal  Con- 
tributions Program.  FCDA  will  make 
no  further  distribution  of  them  in  the 
future.  Existing  prints  should  be  taken 
out  of  circulation. 

Titles  of  the  obsolete  films  are  as 
follows: 

1.  “Disaster  on  Main  Street.” 

2.  “Emergency  Action  to  Save 
Lives.” 

3.  “This  Is  Civil  Defense.” 

4.  “What  You  Should  Know  About 
Biological  Warfare.” 

5.  “Duck  and  Cover.” 

6.  “Our  Cities  Must  Fight.” 

7.  “Firefighting  for  Householders.” 

8.  “Survival  Under  Atomic  At- 
tack.” 

Please  report  all  changes  of  address 
to:  Editor,  Keystone  Defender, 

Quakertown,  Pa.  Include  the  number, 
please,  which  appears  on  your  mailing 
sticker. 
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THE  CRIMINAL  DURING  EMERGENCIES 


The  need  for  additional  police 
officers  during  a national  emergency 
has  long  been  emphasized.  You  need 
these  auxiliaries,  civil  defense  directors 
have  been  told,  because  of  additional 
traffic  problems,  the  possibility  of 
hysteria  and  panic,  the  serious  problem 
of  espionage  and  subversive  actions. 

There  is  another  need,  not  too  often 
stressed  by  civil  defense  officials.  This 
need  arises  from  the  probability  of 
greatly-increased  criminal  activity  dur- 
ing emergencies. 

The  story  of  Germany  during  World 
War  II  illustrates  this  need  for  addi- 
tional police  protection.  For  example, 
looting  during  air  raids  was  a vexing 
German  problem. 

Attorneys  and  local  leaders  of  Ger- 
many, reporting  to  Allied  leaders  fol- 
lowing the  surrender,  stated  that 
looting  in  German  cities  was  an  im- 
portant problem  even  among  “decent” 
middle-class  people  who  suffered  per- 
sonal loss  or  deprivation  because  of 
air  raids.  These  German  officials 
claimed  there  was  a relationship  be- 
tween the  looting  trouble  and  the  size 
of  the  bomb-load  dropped  on  the  city! 

Juvenile  delinquency,  too,  was  a 
problem  to  Germany  under  attack. 
Contributing  factors  were  disruption  of 
family  life,  loss  of  parental  control, 
the  “thirst  for  life”  of  youth  amidst 
death  and  destruction,  along  with 
political  ferment.  It  was  stated  that 
organized  juvenile  “gangs”  operated 
during  air  raids,  looting  and  engaging 
in  various  petty  crimes. 

There  is,  of  course,  no  way  of  de- 
termining, exactly,  the  reaction  of 
Americans  to  bombing  raids.  But  it 
is  interesting  to  note  the  German  be- 
havior, inasmuch  as  the  populace  there 
was  somewhat  disciplined.  The  general 
behavior  of  disciplined  Germans  dur- 
ing air  raids  was  characterized  as 
“indifference  toward  the  law  and  regu- 
lations in  general.” 

Germany  had  no  true,  organized 
effective  civil  defense  police  organiza- 
tion. The  regular  police  force  took 
extraordinary  measures  to  combat 
crime  increases,  however.  Witness 
these  shocking  statistics: 

Death  sentences  for  crimes  in  Ger- 
many increased  from  99  in  1939  to 
the  high  of  5,336  in  1943.  Of  these 
punishments,  17  percent  was  classified 
as  given  to  “thieves,  swindlers,  profit- 
eers from  black-outs  and  looting.” 
Many  were  associated  directly  with 
behavior  during  bombing  attacks! 

The  story  of  a Swede  who  returned 
from  Cologne,  Germany,  in  1943  con- 
firmed the  increase  of  crime  there  fol- 
lowing air  raids.  He  said  that  a 


phenomenon  which  was  growing  more 
threatening  every  day  was  the  increase 
of  gangs,  mainly  of  deserters,  foreign 
workers,  and  criminals,  who  lived  in 
the  ruins  of  the  destroyed  sections  and 
carried  out  raids  at  night. 

Hamburg  reported  the  looting  of 
basements  and  of  food  and  tobacco 
stores  by  gangs  of  50  or  more  armed 
youths.  During  the  confusion  of  air 
raids  and  threatened  raids,  police  there 
reported,  these  gangs  moved  into  swift 
operation.  In  Bremen,  such  raids 
reached  such  proportions  that  police 
patrols  were  made  after  each  raid, 
backed  up  by  all  available  police  to- 
gether with  specially-deputized  air 
raid  police.  Judgment  followed  in 
night  courts. 

Japan  fared  no  better  while  her 
cities  were  under  attack.  There,  the 
rumor-mongering  problem — an  im- 
portant one  for  police  during  emer- 
gencies— was  emphasized. 

Japanese  officials  are  reporting  here: 
“Despite  vigorous  control  measures, 
the  incidence  of  both  overt  subversion 
and  rumor-mongering  showed  increase 
during  extreme  emergencies.  They  say 
the  Japanese  war  leaders,  or  the  lead- 
ing circles,  are  responsible  for  the  air 
raids,  shortages  of  food,  high  prices. 
All  kinds  of  terrible  rumors  are  running 
loose  among  the  citizenry  and  little 
organization  to  combat  the  disease.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  the 
United  States  the  rumor  has  played  its 
part  in  natural  disasters.  In  the  floods 
of  1955  here  in  the  Commonwealth 
there  were  vicious  rumors  concerning 
the  break-out  of  a large  dam  on  the 
upper  Delaware.  These  rumors  started 
panic  in  one  community.  And  during 
the  Texas  City  disaster  rumor  ran 
rampant.  The  National  Opinion  Re- 
search Center  reported,  on  the  latter 
disaster: 

“Rumors  are  a concomitant  of  virtu- 
ally every  disaster  situation.  The 
initial  rumors  are  usually  concerned 
with  the  cause  of  the  disaster,  extent 
of  physical  damage,  and  the  nature  and 
extent  of  death  and  personal  injuries. 
Later  rumors  appear  to  be  concerned 
with  assessing  blame  for  the  disaster. 
As  a rule,  such  rumors  lose  detail  as 
they  circulate;  certain  details  are 
seized  upon  and  sharpened  and  exag- 
gerated at  the  expense  of  other  relevant 
details;  and  the  account  becomes  dis- 
torted by  the  experience  and  expecta- 
tions by  the  person  spreading  the 
rumor.” 

Certainly  trained  police  must  be 
available,  to  recognize  and  catch  such 
rumors  and  advise  authorities  at  once 
of  their  distribution. 


Following  prolonged  bombing  at- 
tacks in  Germany  and  Japan  a good 
deal  of  what  might  be  termed  “va- 
grancy” bothered  police  officials.  Thu 
was  accompanied,  it  was  stated,  by  a 
deterioration  of  moral  and  sanitarj 
standards.  Some  of  the  homeless  be- 
came wanderers  who  refused  assistance 
if  such  were  available. 

Another  police  problem  (in  Japan 
particularly)  was  the  increase  in  num- 
ber of  suicides  during  the  extreme 
emergency  that  preceded  war’s  end 
Psychoneurotic  disorders,  eventuallj 
destined  to  be  a physician’s  problem 
also  often  first  came  to  police  at- 
tention. 

There  is  little  doubt,  therefore 
about  the  disruptive  behavior  of  £ 
percentage  of  the  population  during 
periods  of  extreme  national  emergency 
It  is  an  eventuality  which  must  receive 
consideration  in  planning. 

(Note:  Data  presented  in  thi: 

article  was  taken  mainly  from  officia 
sources  reporting  to  the  United  State: 
Government.) 

Special  Federation 
Meeting  at  Philadelphia 

The  October  meeting  of  the  Phila 
delphia  Civil  Defense  Council  was  de 
voted  to  a discussion  of  the  activities 
affairs  and  aspirations  of  the  Delawan 
Valley  Civil  Defense  Federation,  ar 
advisory  organization  composed  o 
Civil  Defense  Directors  of  countie: 
surrounding  the  Philadelphia  metro 
politan  area. 

Harry  Crissman,  New  Castl< 
County,  Delaware,  Civil  Defense  Di 
rector  and  Chairman  of  the  Federation 
outlined  the  purpose,  scope  and  con 
duct  of  the  Federation.  The  Federa 
tion  in  action  was  described  vividly  be 
Colonel  Arthur  M.  Heritage,  Civi 
Defense  Director  for  Bucks  County 
He  described  the  mutual  aid  and  inter 
county  cooperation  during  the  floor 
disaster  of  1955.  The  mutual  aid  prob 
lem  was  further  discussed  by  E.  Budc 
Marter,  III,  Burlington  County,  Nev 
Jersey,  Civil  Defense  also  a membe 
of  the  Federation.  Horace  W.  Shel 
mire,  Chester  County  Civil  Defense 
Director,  reported  on  the  facilitie: 
available  during  the  emergencie: 
throughout  the  Federation  to  handle 
Philadelphia  evacuees. 

Philip  Klein,  Philadelphia  Civil  De 
fense  Executive  Director,  introducer 
speakers  and  summarized  points  made 
during  the  addresses. 
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DURING  CIVIL  DEFENSE  WEEK 


At  the  Reading  Fair.  Shown  here  are  Dr.  Richard  Gerstell,  State  Civil  Defense  Director 
and  Jack  Anderson,  Eastern  Area  Director,  along  with  an  official  of  Parish  Pressed  Steel, 
Reading,  looking  over  a sample  Emergency  Unit  manufactured  by  Parish  Pressed  Steel. 
Dr.  Gerstell  earlier  had  reviewed  the  Berks  Civil  Defense  units  who  paraded  proudly 
down  the  Reading  Fair  race  track  in  a special  ceremony. 


Typical  of  scenes  throughout  the  Commonwealth  on  W ednesday — School  Day — during 
National  Civil  Defense  Week.  Duck  and  Cover  drill  is  held  at  New  Kensington  High 
School  (Westmoreland  County ).  Directed  by  30  monitors  and  teachers,  the  1150  stu- 
dents were  fully  secured  in  two  minutes  during  the  drill.  The  test  was  observed  by  civil 

defense  officials. 


F.C.D.A.  ISSUES 
PLANNING  ASSUMPTIONS 

The  new  Federal  Civil  Defense  Plan- 
ning Assumptions  were  issued  in  an 
Advisory  Bulletin  in  September,  1956. 
Issued  formerly  on  a yearly  basis, 
these  Assumptions  will  not  necessarily 
be  changed  in  the  future  unless  condi- 
tions warrant. 

The  Federal  Planning  Assumptions 
are  made  on  a national  basis  and  do 
not  have  equal  applicability  to  all 
areas  of  the  country.  They  are  issued 
as  a guide  and  not  as  inflexible  di- 
rections. 

It  is  stated  in  a Foreword  to  the 
Assumptions  that  they  are  based  on 
the  most  recent  known  or  estimated 
capabilities  of  the  Soviet  Union  to 
attack  the  United  States.  They  are 
not  to  be  regarded,  however,  the 
Foreword  cautions,  as  predictions  of 
what  the  Soviet  would  do  if  they  did 
attack. 

Accepted  in  the  Assumptions  is  the 
enemy  capability  of  producing  nuclear 
weapons,  delivering  them  and  support- 
ing a large  scale  war  effort  by  techni- 
cal and  industrial  skills  in  organiza- 
tions. Also  accepted  is  the  major  effort 
of  the  enemy  to  develop  both  guided 
and  ballistic  missiles  including  the 
intercontinental  ballistic  missile. 

Also  assumed  is  the  preponderance 
of  nuclear  weight  in  the  attack,  pri- 
marily upon  bases  of  military  retalia- 
tion and  centers  of  population  and 
industry.  Principal  reliance  upon  de- 
livery by  manned  bombers  with  higher 
speed  and  performance  jet  bombers,  is 
assumed. 

Clandestine  introduction  of  nuclear 
weapons,  chemical  warfare  and  biologi- 
cal warfare  agents  are  also  discussed 
in  the  Assumptions.  Probable  targets 
include  critical  and  target  areas,  Armed 
Forces  installations  and  principal  air 
fields. 

Emphasis  is  placed  on  tactical  rather 
than  strategic  warning  for  planning 
purposes  since  probability  of  such 
warning  is  said  to  be  much  higher.  The 
Assumptions  stated  further  with  refer- 
ence to  warning  time: 

“It  is  assumed  that  a Civil  Defense 
alert  of  an  initial  mass  attack  by 
manned  aircraft  will  be  received  on 
the  Canadian  border  and  the  Atlantic, 
Pacific  and  Gulf  coasts  from  one  to 
three  hours  before  targets  within  these 
boundaries  will  be  under  attack.  It  is 
expected  that  intelligence  on  the  prob- 
able time  that  attacking  planes  will 
take  to  reach  specific  targets  will  be 
available  to  Civil  Defense  through  the 
Civil  Air  Defense  Warning  System." 

Limited  copies  are  available. 


CIVIL  DEFENSE 
RESEARCH 

There  are  concurrently  ten  research 
projects  in  progress  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Ad- 
ministration. It  was  felt  that  a brief 
review  of  these  projects  would  be  of 
interest  to  Commonwealth  Civil  De- 
fense Directors. 

Early  in  1955  Congress  approved  a 
request  for  supplementary  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  fiscal  year  en- 
abling FCDA  to  establish  a more  com- 
prehensive research  program.  The 
funds  appropriated  permitted  a good 
start  on  a backlog  of  urgent  research 
projects  which  had  accumulated  be- 
cause of  lack  of  funds  in  previous  years. 

A research  program  is  being  under- 
taken by  the  University  of  California 
to  design  and  develop  an  organiza- 
tional system  to  execute  a national 
radiological  defense  plan.  Items  to  be 
included  are  radiological  defense,  fall- 
out pattern  and  predictions,  shelter- 
cover  program,  radiological  instru- 
mentation program,  communications 
systems,  radiological  decontamination, 
and  mass  radiation  injury  treatment. 
The  United  States  Weather  Bureau  is 
making  a climatological  study  of  fall- 
out probabilities.  This  survey  will 
aid  in.  planning  evacuation  studies,  lo- 
cating sites  for  stockpiling,  and  assur- 
ing operational  plans. 

A research  program  with  the  Stan- 
ford Research  Institute  was  started  in 
1954  to  develop  immediate  and  spe- 
cific information  on  damage  follow- 
ing any  attack  on  this  country.  In- 
formation includes  areas  of  damage, 
casualties,  and  effects  on  facilities  and 
resources.  Emphasis  is  being  placed 
on  mechanization  of  fallout  analysis, 
development  of  a computation  system 
for  evacuation  analysis,  and  compila- 
tion of  data  required.  Additional  ob- 
jectives of  this  research  are  to  provide 
an  attack  surveillance  system  to  com- 
municate information  on  location  of 
ground  zero,  weapons  size,  and  height 
of  burst  to  a computer  center  which 
is  part  of  the  damage  assessment  sys- 
tem. The  initial  concentration  is  on 
systems  analysis,  preliminary  specifi- 
cations for  surveillance  instrumenta- 
tion, requirements  for  communications 
network  and  establishing  the  cost  of 
an  operating  system. 

Several  studies  have  indicated  the 
need  to  supplement  the  outdoor  siren 
system  with  some  internal  warning  de- 
vice to  reach  a maximum  number  of 
people. 

During  a symposium  held  in  May  of 
1955,  at  which  representatives  of  all 
of  the  major  sound  industries  were 
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present,  it  was  decided  that  consider- 
able research  and  development  was 
required  to  meet  civil  defense  specifica- 
tions for  public  address  and  communi- 
cations equipment. 

The  Bureau  of  Standards  is  under- 
taking a study  of  the  attenuation  of 
nuclear  radiation  by  structures. 

Negotiations  are  being  conducted 
with  the  Chemical  Corps  for  develop- 
ment and  adaptation  of  blast  valves 
and  filter  units  effective  against  chem- 
ical, biological,  and  radiological  agents 
and  suitable  for  home  shelters. 

A committee  has  been  established 
in  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences 
to  examine  the  methods  for  the  pre- 
vention, extinguishing,  and  control  of 
large-scale  fires.  Emphasis  will  be  on 
new  methods  with  recommendations 
for  a basis  research  program  in  this 
field. 

In  medicine,  the  National  Academy 
of  Sciences  is  conducting  studies 
jointly  sponsored  by  FCDA  and  the 
Department  of  Defense  on  blood  re- 
search, plasma,  volume  expanders,  and 
naso-gastric  feedings. 

They  are  beginning  a project  on 
sterilization  of  blood  plasma  for  the 
elimination  of  transmission  of  jaun- 
dice. If  this  can  be  done,  consider- 
able savings  will  be  realized  because 
we  are  now  stockpiling  the  more  ex- 
pensive serum — albumin. 

The  Chemical  Corps,  Department 
of  the  Army,  is  continuing  work  on 
protective  mask  and  infant  protector 
development  for  civilian  use. 

A number  of  pilot  projects  to  de- 
velop procedures  for  survival  plan 
studies  have  begun.  These  include: 

a.  Studies  of  shelter  availability, 
shelter  requirements,  and  construc- 
tion. 

b.  Studies  of  reception  problems, 
industrial  and  institutional  require- 
ments, and  rehabilitation. 
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AMATEUR  RADIO 
AWARD 

A search  is  being  conducted  currently 
for  the  one  amateur  radio  operator  to 
be  cited  for  outstanding  public  service 
in  the  year  1956. 

Ralph  V.  H.  Wood,  Chairman  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Electric  Association 
Defense  Coordination  Committee,  and 
Pennsylvania  Chairman  for  the  Edison 
Radio  Amateur  Award,  is  leading  the 
ambitious  search  through  approxi- 
mately 9,510  Pennsylvania  licensed 
radio  amateurs.  Mr.  Wood  urged  that 
any  one  familiar  with  a significant 
public  service  performed  by  a radio 
amateur  report  complete  facts  to  him 
either  at  1000  Chestnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia 5,  Pennsylvania,  or  to  the 
Edison  Radio  Amateur  Award  Com- 
mittee, General  Electric  Company, 
Schenectady. 

Mr.  Wood  explained  that  the  princi- 
pal award  and  several  special  citations 
are  granted  each  year  in  recognition 
of  sacrifice  and  ingenuity  displayed  by 
radio  amateurs  in  performing  a meri- 
torious public  service.  The  deadline 
for  submitting  nominations  is  January 
3,  1957.  (A  special  citation  for  1955 
was  received  by  Paul  M.  Crawn,  Jr., 
of  Shawnee,  for  work  in  the  August, 
1955,  floods  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania. 
See  photograph  in  May,  1956,  issue  of 
The  Keystone  Defender.) 


c.  Studies  of  control,  political  jur- 
isdiction, continuity  of  government, 
service  coordination  (police,  fire,  wel- 
fare, etc.)  and  internal  alerting  and 
communications. 

Studies  to  determine  methods  of 
communication,  census  data  on  resi- 
dent population,  and  evacuation  time 
with  existing  highways  and  required 
improvements  of  highways,  are  also 
proposed. 
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